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for having a sense of proportion, was finally forced
to charge the communists with having become
"dizzy from success." He called the party members
to a halt in their efforts to destroy the kulaks and
ordered them to use greater moderation in their
dealings with all grades of peasants on collective
farms. But the drive for collectivization went on
even though its methods were less ruthless.

These somewhat modified methods, however, did
not end the resistance of the peasants. As a result
there occurred in 1932 the worst famine Russia
(who has always suffered from periodic famines)
had ever known. More than five million Russians
died of hunger (a figure admitted officially by the
Russian government). This calamity compelled the
government to make important changes which
altered completely the trend and development of
the Russian agrarian industry.

The Soviet method of collectivizing the farms
was as follows: The land, implements and livestock
of certain villages or districts were pooled and the
work done by the whole community. Each kolkhoz
selected from its members a soviet or committee
which ran the affairs of the enterprise, and at its
head the government managed to place a party
member. In one respect the kolkhozi members had